Previous DWPs

Week 1: 

· MLK, Jr. once said, "Everyone has the power for greatness, not for fame, but greatness, because greatness is determined by service."
Do you agree that everyone has the potential for greatness? Maybe you think serving others isn't what makes someone great; if so, then what is greatness to you?

· In Dr. Seuss's Horton Hears a Who the elephant discovers a tiny planet of living beings on a speck of dust. Other animals urge Horton to throw away the dust speck, not believing that such a tiny world could exist, but Horton refuses. The book ends with this moral: "A person is a person, no matter how small."
-Write about a current political situation that you think illustrates the idea that even seemingly inconsequential people are important. Use Dr. Seuss's moral as the last sentence of your intro or conclusions.

· Read the following passage from Ernest Hemingway's novel The Sun Also Rises. In it, Hemingway conveys gloominess and dread by describing the weather:
"In the morning it was raining. A fog had come over the mountains from the sea. You could not see the tops of the mountains. The plateau was dull and gloomy, and the shapes of the trees and the houses were changed. I walked out beyond the town to look at the weather. The bad weather was coming over the mountains from the sea."
-Write a passage that conveys a mood be describing the weather.

Week 2:

· Mark Twain once said, "The worst loneliness is not to be comfortable with oneself."
-What do you think he meant by this? Does this idea apply to your own life? Conclude your entry by explaining how you feel about being alone. Do you dread it, or do you enjoy having time to yourself?

· "Beauty is only skin deep", the cliché claims. If you had to choose between beauty and brains, which would you pick? Which do you think would get you further? Which would make you happier?

· Which came first, violence in the media or a violent society? Some people believe that the casual violence in movies and TV desensitizes people, making them more violent. Others believe the exact opposite–that movies and television are simply a reflection of our society, which is becoming ever more violent on its own. What do you think?
Week 3:

· How do you define hero? Do you think fame is an important component of heroism, or do you think most heroes are unknown? Is there anyone you know personally whom you consider a hero?
· You know what you think about your friends, but what do they think about you? If you could eavesdrop on them taking about you, what do you think you would hear? Who would defend you? Who would criticize you most vigorously? 
Week 4: 

· "The best education in the world is that got by struggling to get a living." -Wendell Phillips
-Many students sick of high school make arguments similar to Phillips. Do you agree that hard work provides a sufficient education, or do you think success is more likely for those people who receive a traditional education?
· Is there one year of your life that stands out as exceptional? Maybe you starred in a play, or you suddenly became very popular, or your mother was in a yearlong fantastic mood. Describe this year.
· Suppose you win $10 million in the lottery, but there's a catch: You have to donate half of the money to charity. What charity would you choose? What would you do with the money you got to keep?
Week 5:

· "I went to the woods because I wished to live deliberately, to front only the essential facts of life, and see if I could not learn what it had to teach, and not, when I came to die, discover that I had not lived." (Henry David Thoreau)
-What do you think Thoreau means by the phrase "to live deliberately'? Do you think you live deliberately?
· Most people are born with five senses--sight, hearing, touch, taste, and smell. If you had to give up one sense for the rest of your life, which would you pick, and why? 
· Superheroes have it pretty good. Sure, many of them are lonely and misunderstood, but, as compensation, they can create massive storms at will, or fly, or shoot swords out of their fingers. If you could have any power, what would you choose, and why? What would you do with your new powers?
Week 6: 

· According to the cliché, "Every setback is an opportunity for a comeback."
In you life, has this proven true? Have you always recovered from setbacks?
· A tradition is a special ritual shared by a group of people. Families and groups of friends practice traditions throughout the year. These traditions might have to do with holidays, celebrations, food, the season, or quirky family practices that have been passed down from generation to generation. Is there a tradition that you share with your family or friends? Describe it.
Week 7:
· Some people might look for friends who are wild, aggressive, and daring; others might look for friends who are smart, funny, and loyal. List at least ten qualities you think the perfect friend should possess. Rank those qualities in order from most to least important. Do you know anyone who comes close to being the perfect friend?
· The following questions are based on a class discussion. If you were absent, check with your peers or the teacher for more info.
1. Define quality time
2. How important is quality time to the development of a person, a community, a nation?
3. Should employers be required to pay for their employees’ quality time?
· Growing up with brothers and sisters can be difficult. If you have siblings, discuss the benefits and shortcomings of your situation. If you’re an only child, also discuss the benefits and shortcomings of your situation. Would you rather have more siblings or fewer?

Week 8:

· If you were allowed to star in the movie of your choice, what kind of movie would you choose? Pick your costars, your shooting location, and your wardrobe. Include, if you like, your action sequences and the martial arts you’d learn.

· There’s “fun scary” (walking through a haunted house, screaming through a horror movie, riding a roller coaster) and then there’s “scary scary” (being in a car accident, getting caught in the ocean’s riptide). Describe the scariest experience you’ve ever had. Was it fun scary, or was it really terrifying?

Week 9:
· “Cut back on your possessions. The more you own, the more time you waste taking care of those things.” –The Delany Sisters

Decide what you think about the recommendation above and then argue the opposite position.

· What’s your opinion about the possibility of life on other planets? Do you need to see it to believe it, or do you believe that in a universe as vast as ours, alien life must exist?

Week 10: No DWPs
Week 11:

· Have you ever been stopped by the police because of our appearance? Do you know someone who has? If you have, what was your reaction? If you haven't, what do you think your reaction would be? Why do you think you would react this way?
· Without incriminating yourself or anyone else, does bullying occur on our campus? Online? Are the perpetrators students or adults? Explain your ideas using the third person.
Week 12: 
· What is the Dream Act? What is your understanding of that bill which failed to receive enough support from Republicans to become law?
Republicans are proposing a new bill, the STAR Act. This bill proposes that if an 18 year old can prove that they were in school for 5 years and have been accepted into a university (not college), they can be given permission to attend and once they graduate within 5 years, they can be given permission to find a job and receive legal status in this country. What do you think?

· Play the role of a community representative and argue in favor of the importance of excellent CST results. How would you structure your argument? What rhetorical strategies (ethos, pathos, logos) would you use?

· Life is full of embarrassing moments. When you’re in lying awake at night, having trouble sleeping, do your most embarrassing blunders run through your mind?

Week 13:
· People have different ideas about what is masculine and what is feminine behavior. List five attributes for each. Do you think your list is typical, or do you think it would anger many people? Explain.

· "Whenever you feel like criticizing anyone, just remember that all the people in this world haven't had the advantages you've had." -F. Scott Fitzgerald
It's easy to criticize people we don't know. Do you feel you're fair to other people, especially those you don't know too well, or do you criticize too much? Write about your tendency to be critical or fair.

· When you're a little kid, the professional world seems pretty appealing: firefighter, doctor, nurse and astronaut are among the high profile gigs you are aware of. What was your ideal job when you were little? What do you imagine yourself doing now? What do you need to do now to prepare for that profession?

Week 14:
· If you could meet anyone, alive or dead, who would it be? Consider scientists, entertainers, world leaders, artists, writers, people in your family, and so on. Make a list of questions you’d like to ask this person. Explain.

· Imagine you are moving to a foreign country and won’t see your friends and family for many years. Write a letter to a friend or sibling, shelling out some words of wisdom and explaining hoe you would have done certain things differently.

· You have been chosen to describe your school in a brochure that will be given to students who live across the country. Assume that your readers know nothing about your city or school. Address the following topics: dialect/sayings; dress; mannerisms; customs; character types; groups/cliques; best things; worst things; etc.
